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Thailand Convention
for Group Coordinators

COA13 06.12

Day 1: Flight to Thailand
Your trip begins with a regularly scheduled over-

night flight to Bangkok aboard an internationally 

recognized airline.

Day 2: Arrival in Bangkok
Welcome to Thailand! A Go Ahead representative 

greets you at the airport after you clear customs 

and then accompanies you via private motorcoach 

to your Bangkok hotel and assists with hotel 

check-in. 

Included meals: breakfast (in flight)

Day 3: Bangkok
This morning, your Tour Director leads a sightsee-

ing tour of Bangkok featuring the Grand Palace, 

Temple of the Emerald Buddha (Wat Phra Kaew), 

Temple of the Reclining Buddha (Wat Po), and 

Temple of the Golden Buddha (Wat Timitr Temple). 

In the afternoon, enjoy a tour of Bangkok’s klongs, 

and canals, on a speedboat and converted rice 

barge. Tonight enjoy a Welcome Dinner with fellow 

Group Coordinators.

Included meals: breakfast, dinner

Included entrance fees: Grand Palace

Day 4: Floating Market  
& Convention Meeting
Discover the unique and fascinating culture 

of Thailand today, as you experience the Dam-

noen Saduak Floating Market. Here, locals sell 

exquisite produce, like Malacca grapes, Chinese 

grapefruits, mangoes, bananas and coconuts—

all from their small boats. Then journey west to 

Kanchanaburi, home to the River Kwai and its 

infamous bridge, and Nakorn Pathom, the largest 

pagoda in southeast Asia. This afternoon’s con-

vention  meeting is designed with Group Coordina-

tors’ questions, experience and interests in mind. 

Begin with a keynote address by senior members 

of Go Ahead Tours, followed by an insider’s view 

of our company and tours. You’ll also get a chance 

to discuss tour planning and recruiting with other 

Group Coordinators. Finally, you’ll get an overview 

of the world of benefits available to you as a Go 

Ahead Group Coordinator. Lunch is included during 

the convention workshop and later enjoy a group 

dinner.

Included meals: breakfast, lunch, dinner

Day 5: Transfer to Phitsanuloke
Journey to Ayuthaya, Thailand’s capital from 1350 

to 1767. Here, you’ll tour the ruins, decorated with 

beautiful images of the Buddha draped in saf-

fron robes, just like living monks. Continue on to 

Uthai Thani to visit the beautiful Wat Chantaram 

Temple. Enjoy an included lunch before transfer-

ring to Phitsanuloke, a regional commercial center 

March 2, 2013
Included in Convention Itinerary

• Round-trip air transportation with a  
major airline and airport transfers

• The services of a bilingual Go Ahead 
Tour Director 

• A professional local guide in Bangkok

• 7 nights accommodations in well-located 
hotels including baggage handling

• Buffet breakfast daily; 2 lunches;  
6 three-course dinners 

• Private deluxe motorcoach 

• Group Coordinator Convention Workshop

Sightseeing Highlights:
Day 3: Bangkok

Day 4: Floating Market

Day 5: Ayuthaya Ruins

Day 6: Doi Suthep

Day 7: Chiang Dao Elephant Camp

Tour Highlight
Your visit to a Thai elephant camp is sure 

to be an unforgettable travel memory. After 

watching an exhibition of the elephants’ 

skills, you’ll have the chance to feed them. 

Not Included
•  Travel Protection

•  Beverages and meals not specified  
in the itinerary

•  Transportation costs during free time

•  Customary gratuities for your Tour  
Director and driver

Please Note:
Itinerary subject to change

Explore Bangkok’s Grand Palace.
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along the banks of the Nan River. Then, visit the 

much-venerated shrine of Wat Mahathat , which 

is home to Thailand’s most beautiful Buddha im-

age. Later, join your fellow travelers at an included 

group dinner. For a night you won’t forget, tonight 

enjoy our exciting Rickshaw Ride and Phitsanuloke 

Night Market.

Included meals: breakfast, lunch, dinner

Included entrance fees: Ayuthaya Ruins, Wat Chan-

taram Temple

Day 6:  Phitsanuloke & Chiang Mai 
This morning, travel from Phitsanuloke to Chiang 

Mai. Enjoy the stunning scenery as you journey up 

the winding road of Doi Suthep Mountain where 

you’ll climb 290 steps to visit the hilltop temple 

of Wat Phrathat Doi Suthep. On a clear day there 

are incomparable views over the city of Chiang Mai 

from the temple grounds. (Alternatively there is a 

cable car up to the hill!) Afterwards, visit Wat Suan 

Dok where you will have the unique opportunity 

to learn about Buddhism from one of the resident 

monks at the Mahachulalongkorn Rajavdiyalaya, 

Buddhist University. Arrive at Chiang Mai in time 

for an included dinner.

Included meals: breakfast, dinner

Day 7: Elephant Camp & Orchid Farm 
Spend the morning at Chiang Dao Elephant Camp. 

Watch the elephants take their morning bath and 

demonstrate their amazing skills for you. After 

your elephant ride, take a bamboo raft trip down 

the Ping River and admire the scenery and absorb 

the tranquility (weather permitting). This after-

noon, come face-to-pistil with some of the world’s 

loveliest orchids at the Orchid Farm, a center of 

cultivation and development for both heirloom 

and new orchid flowers. Later this afternoon, let 

all your tension melt away with an optional Thai 

massage.  This evening, enjoy a Khantoke Dinner, 

a traditional experience like no other. You’ll sit on 

floor mats at low-top tables while food is served 

in large platters. Relax and enjoy your meal as you 

are entertained by a variety of cultural performers

Included meals: breakfast, dinner

Included entrance fees: Chiang Dao Elephant Camp, 

Orchid Farm 

Day 8: Chiang Mai & Bangkok
Today, you will be accompanied to Chiang Mai’s 

airport where you will board a flight to Bangkok. 

On arrival in Bangkok, you will be transferred to 

the hotel and enjoy a Farewell Dinner with your 

fellow travelers.

Included meals: breakfast, dinner

Day 9: Departure 
A Go Ahead representative accompanies you to the 

airport for your flight home.

Included meals: breakfast

(In the case of early morning departures, breakfast 

may not be included.)

Ride on an elephant through the Ping River.

Bangkok

THAILAND

Ayutthaya

Phitsanuloke

Chiang Mai

Travel Pace: 3
Travel pace levels are based on criteria such 

as length of tour, number of cities visited, 

number of included activities, as well as 

length of flights and land transfers.

1 - leisurely   3 - active   

2 - comfortable  4 - challenging
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One of the best highlights of being a Group Coordinator is 

the opportunity to attend International conventions. Being 

in a room filled with people who share the same passion 

for travel is electrifying in itself!  It is not just about 

learning from other coordinators, it is an opportunity for 

me to be a TRAVELER. I get to be pampered! 

Bettye Carpenter
Group Coordinator

Immerse yourself in the mystique of Thailand’s palaces and temples.

How is a Convention 
different from a regular tour?

Your fellow travelers on a Conven-

tion are Group Coordinators like 

yourself, and they share an abiding 

love for travel. In addition to vis-

iting some of our favorite destina-

tions, Conventions also set aside 

time for Group Coordinators to net-

work with one another, trade tips 

for making their tours the best they 

can be and to learn about trends in 

the travel industry. 
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 Go Ahead Tours is part of 
the EF family of companies

Pre-departure information for your tour

Passport and Visa Requirements
In order to enter Thailand, U.S. and Canadian citi-

zens need a valid passport. The expiration date 

must extend at least six months beyond the date of 

your return home. No visa is required for U.S. or 

Canadian citizens.  

If you are not a U.S. or Canadian citizen, you must 

contact each country’s consulate for your specific 

entry requirements. 

Baggage Allowance
Airlines have varying weight restrictions on lug-

gage. Some airlines may impose additional charg-

es if you choose to check any baggage. Please 

contact your airline or refer to its website for de-

tailed information regarding your airline’s checked 

baggage policies. Bear in mind that your luggage 

will probably weigh more on your return trip due 

to souvenir shopping. We allow only one suitcase 

per person. One carry-on bag is also permitted, 

provided that it does not exceed 45 inches (length 

+ width + height). There may be times when you 

will have to handle your own bags, and you’ll find 

that lightweight luggage provides a distinct advan-

tage. Make sure you label your baggage and carry 

valuables, medication and documents in your  

carry-on luggage.

It is allowable to bring a laptop computer to Thai-

land. Some major hotels provide in-room Internet 

connections for computers. Others provide on a 

demand basis only. Bangkok also has several  

shopping malls where you can purchase almost 

anything to do with computers.

Clothing and Packing Tips
Light, loose-fitting clothing that provides comfort 

when exploring the sights is essential for your tour. 

A sun hat, sunglasses and a sturdy pair of walking 

shoes or sneakers are recommended for sightsee-

ing. It’s always a good idea to be prepared for any 

eventuality—a lightweight sports jacket and emer-

gency rainwear are advised. Remember that it is 

preferable not to visit churches or other religious 

sites with bare legs and shoulders (and entrance 

may be denied on this basis).

Health
There are no major health risks when traveling to 

Thailand. It is always advisable to check with your 

doctor or health-care provider for the latest  

updates and overseas travel requirements.

Cuisine
One of the most enjoyable aspects of traveling is 

the delightful variety of local cuisine. Traditional 

Thai cooking offers a variety of flavours and tastes. 

The subtle mixing of herbs and spices and market-

fresh ingredients makes dining a special culinary 

experience. Eating ranks high on the Thai scale of 

pleasures, and meals are informal affairs. The sta-

ple is rice, either ordinary or glutinous, accompa-

nied by a variety of dishes that can be eaten in 

almost any order and seasoned to individual taste 

with several condiments, such as fish sauce and 

chilli peppers. Most often there will be a soup of 

some kind, a curry, a steamed or fried dish, a salad 

and one or more basic sauces. Desserts may con-

sist of fresh fruit or one of the many traditional 

Thai sweets.

Transportation
Round-trip flights arrive in and depart from Bang-

kok. Included transportation on this tour is by pri-

vate motorcoach. There is one internal flight from 

Chiang Mai to Bangkok.

Electricity
The electrical current for the whole of Thailand is 

220 volt, 50 cycles. Plugs have two prongs, either 

flat or rounded. It is a good idea to use a power 

surge device if using a laptop computer. Adapters 

are available in Thailand; however, it may be best 

to bring one from home.

Time Zones
Thailand is seven hours ahead of Greenwich mean-

time, and 12 hours ahead of Eastern Standard 

time. When it’s 9 a.m. in New York, it’s 9 p.m. the 

same day in Thailand.

Currency
While the currency in Thailand is the baht, it is 

best to bring only major currencies, such as US 

Dollars or Canadian Dollars. Also, Visa, Amex, Din-

ers Club and Mastercard are accepted in Thailand 

and Cambodia, the extension destination. 

Tipping
At the conclusion of your tour, it is customary to 

offer your Go Ahead Tour Director and driver a gra-

tuity. We recommend tipping in your tour country’s 

currency, the equivalent of $3USD/CAD per person 

per day for your driver and $6USD/CAD to $9USD/

CAD per person per day for your Tour Director. If 

applicable, we also recommend the equivalent of 

$2USD/CAD per local guide. Tips can only be paid 

in cash. Please keep current local currency ex-

change rates in mind when tipping.

Shopping on Tour
Please note that some excursions may include a 

stop at a market or specialty store. Go Ahead Tours 

has no relationship with these vendors and en-

courages you to research specialty items you’re 

interested in purchasing abroad before you leave 

to ensure you’re receiving the best quality.

Purchasing Optional Excursions on Tour
If you have not yet purchased your optional excur-

sions, you may be able to do so while on your 

tour. Your tour director will accept cash, Visa, Mas-

terCard or American Express as payment for  

optional excursions. Please be advised that if you 

pay for an excursion by credit card while on tour, 

it may take up to three months for your card to be 

charged. Some optional excursions may only be 

purchased in advance. See the separate “Optional 

Excursions” sheet for more information.

International travel is, by its very nature, unpredict-

able. We must therefore reserve the right to change 

this itinerary without advanced notice to meet with 

local conditions at the time of travel. We appreciate 

your understanding. Please refer to the current cata-

log for terms & conditions, dates and prices.


